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Course Description: 

Gender equality, women and girls’ empowerment, and maternal and reproductive 

health are widely accepted as development goals in their own right. Students of 

development studies should not, however, assume that this acceptance within 

development discourse has been ‘natural’ or de facto. Rather, as this course 

elucidates, ‘gender’s journey into mainstream development agendas has been 

long, and still has quite a way to go. This course approaches gender and 

development in terms of theory, policy, and practice. Students will analyze gender 

relations, their definition and transformation, within the context of four institutional 

domains: households, family and kinship, the market, the community and the 

state. This course will encourage students to think about how and why gender 

equality moved from the periphery to the center of development discourse, and 

about whether gender equality is a human right or simply ‘smart economics.’ 

Course Objectives: 

a.   To familiarize students with key concepts and analytical debates in the 

field of gender and development. 

b.   To encourage students to analyze development theories, policies, and 

practices from gender-sensitive perspective. 

 

Course Outcomes: 

At the end of this course, 

students should be 

a.   well versed in the concepts and theories commonly used within gender 

and development discourse; 

b.   attentive to the issue and question of gender equality, within their 

practical research as well as their analysis of development theories and 

policies; 

c.   able to critically evaluate the impact of development interventions 

(policies, projects, and institutional reforms) on issues of gender equity 

and empowerment. 

Course Contents: 



This course will cover key conceptual approaches and developments 

within the context of gender and development, such as the discursive 

evolution from ‘women in development’ rhetoric to ‘gender and 

development.’ In doing so, students will also learn to apply a critical 

gender lens to a wide range of development sectors and issue areas, 

including economic development, political participation, education and 

health, environment, and conflict and displacement. 
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